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the Queen a happy and a useful   English  lady.
Instead, in her  high  position  she was beset by
troubles  and  perplexities,  and was  helpless  and                        I
lonely amidst difficulties which would have tried                      I |
the clearest mind.
On the gth it was resolved by the House of Lords to appoint a Committeel to examine Greg, in the hope of obtaining from him information on which to base a charge of high treason against Harley. This was a distinct declaration of active hostility against him, and shows the lengths to which the enmity of party could be carried. On the nth, bowing before the storm, he placed his resignation in the hands of an unwilling sovereign.2 It was a party triumph for the Whigs, and a personal victory for Godolphin and Marlborough, but a victory which presently hastened Godolphin's downfall, partly from the individual strength of the dismissed Minister, and partly because it consolidated against the Lord Treasurer adverse elements at a most inopportune moment, and gave to his opponents in Parliament, at Court, and in the country, a leader in the prime of life, more capable at the instant than any other statesman of conducting an active opposition to a successful end, and of taking advantage of the change
1 This Committee, which consisted of seven Whig peers, reported that there was no evidence to show that Harley had been guilty of any treasonable practices.
2  Burnett, s.&.JDartmouth and Hardvuicke^ v. 354.